[Molecular basis of pituitary adenomas with emphasis on somatotropinomas].
This review describes the molecular basis of pituitary adenomas with emphasis on GH-secreting tumors (somatotropinomas). The roles of tumor suppressor genes (such as RB1 and MEN-1) and oncogenes (such as gsp and PTTG) in tumor initiation and promotion are discussed. The characterization of these molecular markers may contribute to the understanding of tumor behavior, helping in the therapeutical management. However, despite recent advances, the sequence of genetic abnormalities participating in the pathogenesis of these adenomas is not completely known.